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SUBJ: TEXT OF SIAD LETTER ON ARMS SUPPLY 

REP: STATE 096178 

1 . DURING MY MEETING WITH PRESIDENT SIAD, REPORTED SEPTEL, 

HE HANDED ME THE FOLLOWING TEXT DATED APRIL 23: 


BEGIN QUOTE: MR. AMBASSADOR, 

FOLLOWING TO MY PREVIOUS LETTER DATED 23RD MARCH, 1978; 
REPERENCE TO THE LETTER OF MR. RICHARD M. MOOSE, SPECIAL 
EMISSARY OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES DATED 22/3/78; 
REPERENCE TO THE LETTER OF THE UNITED STATE'S AMBASSADOR IN 
MOGADISHU, MR. JOHN L. LOUGHRAN DATED 19/4/78. THE SOMALI 
GOVERNMENT ASSURE TO THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT TO RETRAIN 
FROM THE USE OF FORCE AGAINST ANY OTHER COUNTRY; THAT ARMA- 
MENT AND DEPENSIVE SERVICE GIVEN OR SOLD TO THE SOMALI 
GOVERNMENT WILL NOT BE USE AGAINST ANY OTHER COUNTRY OR WILLI, 
NOT PERMIT SUCH ARMAMENTS AND ARTICLES THEIR USE FOR ANY 
PURPOSES OTHER THAN OWN INTERNAL SECURITY AND LEGITIMATE 
DEFENCE OF THE TERRITORY OF THE SOMALI DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC. 
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- THAT SOMALI GOVERNMENT WILL NOT TRANSFER THE TITLE 
OR POSSESSION OF THEM WITHOUT FIRST OBTAINED THE CON- 
SENTS OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. 


- WILL MAINTAIN THEIR SECURITY AND WILL PROVIDE SUB- 
STANTIALLY THE SAME DEGREE OP SECURITY PROTECTIONS 
AFPORDED TO SUCH ARTICLES AND SERVICE SUPPLIED BY THE 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. 

SIGNED: SIAD 

(MAJ. GEN. MOHAMED SIAD BARRE) 

PRESIDENT 

OF THE SOMALI DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 

MR. JOHN L. LOUGHRAN 
AMBASSADOR OF THE UNITED STATES 
MOGADISHU END QUOTE 

2. I HAVE STUDIED THE TEXT TOGETHER WITH MY REETEL 
INSTRUCTIONS AND I CONCLUDE THAT IT MEETS THE REQUIRE- 
MENTS FOR SUBSTANCE AND CLARITY. THE LANGUAGE IS 
ADMITTEDLY COLORFUL. I SHOULD PREFER NOT TO BE 
INSTRUCTED TO SEEK A EURTHER REVISION, BUT IF IT IS 
NECESSARY, OR MIGHT SPARE EMBARRASSMENT SHOULD IT BE 
NECESSARY TO MAKE THE EXCHANGE PUBLIC, THEN I AM PRE- 
PARED TO DO SO. SIAD APOLOGIZED FOR THE ENGLISH. THERE 
IS NO DOUBT IN MY MIND THAT HE PERSONALLY WROTE THE 
LETTER. 

LOUGHRAN 
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